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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 9 and 17-20, without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 1,4-6, 8 and 10-15, as indicated below. 



Claim 1 (currently amended) An apparatus for electrically connecting two objects 
together, comprising: 

a first object which has a first connective surface defined thereon; 
a p l ur al ity row of first electrical pad scontacts supported on the first connective 
surface; 

a second object which has a second connective surface defined thereon; 
a plwaHtyrow of second electrical pad scontacts supported on the second 
connective surface and configured to contact the first electrical pad scontacts ; and, Q-j 
a guide that allows w h e r ei n the first and second objects ar e further conf i gur e d to CO 
be placed adjacent to one another in facilitation of electrical connection <w 
therebetween ele ctrica l lv connect e d to e ach oth e r by substantially constraining ^ 
movement of the first object relative to the second object into a given direction and along ^ 
a continuous path of movement which is substantially parallel to the row of first 
electrical contacts . 

Claim 2 (original): The apparatus of claim 1, and wherein the path of movement is 
substantially straight. 

Claim 3 (original): The apparatus of claim 1, and wherein the first and second 
connective surfaces are substantially flat. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 1, and wherein the first and 
second objects are further configured to be subsequently ele ctric a l l y 
Amoved away from each other by movement of the first object relative to the 
second object along the path of movement in any on o of a p l ural i ty of d i r e ctions the given 
direction. 
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Claim 5 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 1, and wherein the guide 
comprises : 

th e first conn e ctive surfac e forms an open-ended trough defined on the first 
connective surface : and, 

th e second connective surfac e forms a ridge which is defined on the second 
connective surface and which is configured to matingly engage the trough when the first 
and second objects are placed adjacent to one another in facilitation of electrical 
connection therebetween ol e ctr i cal l y conn e cted . 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 1, and further comprising an 
alignment member which is movably supported on the second object and which is 
configured to engage the seeendfirst object when moved so as to substantially align the 
first electrical pads contacts with the second electrical pads contacts in order to facilitate 
eentae telectrical connection therebetween. 

Claim 7 (original): The apparatus of claim 1, and wherein the first and second 
connective surfaces are substantially parallel and in juxtaposed relation when the first 
and second objects are electrically connected. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 1 , and wherein the first electrical 
padscontacts are configur e d to b e resiliently flexible, and are fijfthe^configured to be 
deflected when the first and second objects are electrically connected. 

Claim 9 (cancelled): 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 95, and wherein 7 the first and 
second objects are furth e r configured such that the ridge and the trough can be 
disengaged by movement of the first object relative to the second object along the path 
of movement in any of a number of dir e ctions the given direction . 

Claim 11 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 95, and wherein the ridge and 
the trough are substantially parallel to the path of movement. 
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Claim 12 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 91, and further comprising an 
alignment member which is movably supported on the second object, and wherein: 

a first cam surface is defined on the alignment member and is configured to 
contact the first object during movement of the alignment member so as to substantially 
align the first obiec telectrical contacts with the second electrical contacts in a lateral 
direction that is substantially normal to the path of movement ; and, 

a second cam surface is defined on the alignment member and is configured to 
contact the first object during movement of the alignment member so as to substantially 
align the first ebiee telectrical contacts with the second electrical contacts in a fore-and- 
aft direction that is substantially parallel to the path of movement . 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 436, and wherein the alignment 
member is further configured to engage the first object so as to substantially lock the first 
and second objects together. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 9, and further comprising an 
alignment member which is movably supported on the second object, and wherein a fifst 
cam surface is defined on the alignment member and is configured to contact the first 
object during movement of the alignment member so as to cause substantial alignment 
of the first ekjec telectrical contacts with r e sp e ct to the second ebjeot -electrical contacts 
in a lateral direction that is substantially normal to the path of movement ; 

Claim 15 (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 4412, and whereim 

a s e cond cam surfac e i s d e f i ned on th o a li gnm e nt m e mb e r and is con figu r e d to 
contact th e first obj e ct during mov e m e nt of th e alignment m e mb e r so as to cause 
substantial al i gnm e nt of th e first obj e ct with r e sp e ct to th e second obj e ct i n a fore - a nd aft 
dir e ction; and, 

a third cam surface is defined on the alignment member and is configured to 
resiliently deflect the second electrical pad scontacts during movement of the alignment 
member so as to selectively cause the second electrical pad scontacts to contact the first 
electrical pa4scontacts after engag e m e nt of th e ridg e and trough substantial alignment 
thereof. 
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Claim 16 (original): The apparatus of claim 15, and wherein the third cam surface is 
further configured to move independently with respect to the first and second cam 
surfaces. 

Claims 17-20 (cancelled). 

Claim 21 (new): The apparatus of claim 1, and further comprising an alignment member 
which is movably supported on the second object, and wherein a cam surface is defined 
on the alignment member and is configured to contact the first object during movement 
of the alignment member so as to substantially align the first electrical contacts with the 
second electrical contacts in a fore-and-aft direction that is substantially parallel to the 
path of movement 

Claim 22 (new): The apparatus of claim 1 , and further comprising an alignment member 
which is movably supported on the second object, and wherein a cam surface is defined 
on the alignment member and is configured to resiliency deflect the second electrical 
contacts during movement of the alignment member so as to selectively cause the 
second electrical contacts to contact the first electrical contacts after placement of the 
first and second objects adjacent to one another. 

(End of Preliminary Amendments) 

(Continued on next page.) 
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